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8 on the POE Weder of the 
Text, give me leave to fet before you the 
Merits of this Recommendation. 
St. Paul paſſing through Corinth, con- 
* Amit the Churthes, was Kindly enter 

tained by a good Woman, who mini- 
ſter d to the Poor of her Subſtance, and was ſo obſer- 
vant of her Duty, as to remember thoſe who laboured 
in the Nord and Doctrine. Her Circumſtances pro- 
bably were very plentiful, when the Apoſtle firſt 
knew her, for, Y ſays, ſhe was gore, which im- 


plies ſomething more than Succouting, and ſeems to 
carry with it the Notion of Wealth and Patronage : 


And how _=__ ſoever her Fortunes were, ſhe had an 
Heart 


; us 2 ha and 


ſame e. Faich with her elf, 5 
the acted altogether upon ſound Principles. 


among the Deaconeſſes) or whether by divi ing! 


_ ing their Obligations to A common a Benefactreſs. i 


equal 170 chem; fer he por obb/cehlertained 
Mop d pt Churth < den een 
done out of meer Pride and Oſtentation; nf} thoſe 
early Times might Arie Kon a  Curioliry y to hear 
Fn) gre Souh rom, uch Men "3 ine ligen 
#be. 41 25 8 
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But to me it ſeems alſo probable, that it was upon 
ſome change of her Circumſtances, as well as in re- 
membrance of ber abundant Hoſpitality, that ox | 
Apoſtle fo earneſtly recommends. her, and gives 5 
the firſi Place in his Catalogue of Worthjes. It 1 50 
where ſaid, indeed, how ſhe came to be reduced in 
the World, whether by the Death of her Huſband 


(for ſhe muſt have been 4 Widow by her bei 


Subſtance, which ſome of the firſt Chriſtians impru- 

dently practiſed: But Saint Paul is not content to 
commend her as a Si/ter; a ſtrong Tie at all Times, 
and then more likely to be regarded, when few were 
Chriſtians, and:thoſe few under the conſtant Fear of 
Sufferings ; but he further intimates her deferving by 
calling her a Deaconeſs, or Servant of the Charch; 
and he goes on further Mill, that they alliſt' her at 

large, in whatever Buſineſs the might 080 their Aff 
ſtance: And ſurely if ſhe had not been under me 
preſſing Neceſſities, he would not have been 121 in- 
ſtant in her behalf; but ſhe merited it all by the ami- 
able Character he has given of her, that ſhe had been 

a Succourer of himſelf and many more; hereby diſ- 
covering, his own grateful Diſpoſition, and inſinua- 
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terial Poinr. 


Nor is i 26s Nodis wiki in this Epidle chk this 
ood Woman had any Children; but ſhe muſt. have 
Fad ſome for the Reaſon before mentioned, becauſe: 


ſhe was a Deaconeſs +; and if we may credit an Ac- 


count which 3 to Antiquity, ſhe had /evera/ 
at this Time of her travelling ro Rome. And if this, 
was ſo,” our Apoſtl, e. had ſtill ſtronger Reaſon for 


inforcing his good Offices for her, and the Reſem- 
blance between Phebe and her Family, and the Di- 


ſtreſſed of this Dey, WI u ne oo in _— ma- 


22 # # 


i. 


But not to y ent Stroſs. upon this, you will IM 
eaſily ſee what Uſe I intend” from this ſhort Story; 

and Ore: my Deſign is, that you ſhould make ſome: . 
kind of Compariſon between the Station and Circum-- 
ſtances of the Perſon in the Text, and theirs for 
whoſe ſakes we are mer together; and then my. Part 
will be, to endeavour to excite in you that noble Spi- 
tit of Gratitude and Goodneſs; which i is ſo obſervable: 
in Saint Paul, and the Glory of every Chriſtian. 
In order hereto er _ Sagte from. cho! 


apoſtle, WH: 


Firſt, To commend: to 0900 dig diſtreſſed Siſters and; 
Servants of our Church, be Widows and Orpban- 
of the Clergy; which I ſhall do by laying before, 
you ſome Conſiderations more eg in; 
their Favour.” And then, 

Secondly, 1 ſhall. ap pply . ſelf diſtinctiy to the 
Clergy and Eaity preſent, by ſettin ng forth. 
che Obligations Ni both lie under to aſſiſt them, 
in whatever Bufineſi- they may have need of us ;, 
and that, in — of Gratitude: a Duty, n | 


+1 Tim. v. 10. 


ach 


_ the iClergy;, which 1 fhall dd, hy Jlaying N K 


nk. 3:7) is „lints 1 1504 bog 84 „ $5383 
ferer and Sufferer. Would to God all were f= 
real Want, has an undoubted Claim 


the Widows and ker ofat 5 . 


Pbebe was a Dtacaneſs,, by way of 


2 98 185575 Nat zu u Bus ib 269260! J 
Fir, I atnetu cammnend to you the, diltrg 5 
and Servants of our Churgh; the #idows and Qrgben of 


ſome! Cbnſiderations an immediately, in 


as PEPE 


--Famſorny to mulee any: Cartipariſonc 8 


lie ved who ſtand in need. - Every vr e 
his Fellow-Chiftian,. who is nat ini the ſame, Necel- 


ſities with hinuelf;s but eee beg ſo far juſt to 


cularize Tbeir Merit an 
gent Perſons. 241523 08 210va5bas 07” 5 Uh 

| {ad Ge ee ee Ihe felt Placez chat 
they belonged to thaſe: who! mate Page es ber: 


longed: to God; and it is the) Sri Argument, 
Tf the Root be Holy ſo are the Branches. This i 


concludes only againſt thoſe who allow that there h 
a Relateve: as well as a Perſonal, Holineſs, and that 
Reſpect and Honour ought: tet be their Attehdants: 

And as few T believe, here: aſſtmbled, are otherwiſe 
minded it-wilt: be:-necdleſ$; ſar me to- ſagak, fully to 
this Particular. But this, Wer may. tale Notice of, 
that it is not: added in the Chapter beforaue, that 


much or that neee e 
Meetings, as ſſie had at Cen linea but chat her. Rela- 
don to God and 188 Churnh might more eſherialh 


plead for her. 


2 | 1 | "lt 


As e knot ferry th —— v 
| divers „Rules for" the Conduct and Behaviour of the 
Wives of the Clergy; ſe ie eaynor be denied, but that 
they generally follow thoſe Rules. ure femärkäbſe or 
binding up rie S$#e5:of rbet1 ach for nnr ing 
10 the ſevenab'bodily mg ke pe of rhef poor Nergb- 
bours t And indeed the World has been ſo true to 
their Praiſes, as to make their Condition of Life al- 
moſt Fata for erforming theſe excellent Offi- 
> Initbis'View like wiſe We apprehend; that the 
— — that i the Pödlick are cheit 
Debtors: for nt only che PO, Who receive the 
Kindneſs, ate indebted to thoſe who beſtow it, But 
bliged to a benefſcent Perſon ; and 


the Community is o 
my Reaſon is, becauſe ſuch a one has done What 
incumbent upon every one of them to do. And if 
you conſider further, that whatever Kindnefſes rhey 
have hn have not ptoceeded from the Over flowings 
of large Incumes (for their Inebmes were never very 
large) but from their M illingaſi to impart of what they 
had, you will the leſs Onder at what is now befallen 
thera — ſame Hand which diſtributed to 
bothers, wants now it ſelf to be filled. Moreover, 
there is not any Rank of Men, of whom ſo much 
Kindneſs and Hoſpicality is expected, as from the 
Clergy; and we may venture to ſay, that none are 
more communicative and 'hoſpitable; in the general, 
which not only-arifes from their Manner of Educu- 
tion, which enlarges their Thoughts and Actions, 
but, I truſt alſo, from a quick Senſe of their Duty in 
theſe reſpects; ſo that I again obſerve, what wonder 
that they leave ſuch ſmall Pittances behind them? 
As we may appeal alſo to Mankind, te beat Teftis 
mony to the Forwardneſs of the Miniſters of the 
Goſ — in ſetting on 1 Premeting all Ny 


1 e 8 2 3 * — 045 4 <7 tl _ » — ——— — — — — 
* e 2 : * 


think we may with more Confidence 
ſelves. to others, when gur near. Relations in Cheiſt 5 
cry algud 10 us for a Supply, which our malt Stores 
and Garner cannot entir 


our Miniſtration live under a conſtant Senſe of 
"Things, | And were it not fo, were there no public 
Teaching, no Order of Men to 


AF . 2 e 
ad che Way ie often upon ſuch Qecafions) fowe | 


ely ſurniſ them with and 
there fore we offer another e to vou, d 
ſtrengthen what i 18 gone before. nee 
The Petitioners we plead ny pon the Widows and 
Orphans of an Order. ol Men, whoſe-Office and Abi» 
lities have been (and muſt be to the End af the 
World) of extenſive Setvice; and Honour and AM. 
tenance are; thoſe , ſuitable Rewards, Which are to be 
given to Men and their Families, ene to their 
reſpectiue Offices and Abilities i gn 
I have no deſise to magmify — or to an 
the relative Merit of our Tribe beyond what it wilt 
beat; but that our Office is vaſtly: beneficial to the 
World, and to the Rich above all, appears from 
hence, That Men are both taught and reminded” by 
us of their Duty to God and to one andther; and 


ant and cultivate 
the Love of Virtue and Honeſty, what Wickkedneſſos 
and M.ſeries conſequent thereupon would not be pra- 
ctiſed and felt in every Nation, and then who has fo 
much at Stake as the rich Man * Alas if whilſt Men 
retain an Awe of Religion, they are with Difficulty: 
reſtrained from Violence and Fraud, what muſt be 
the Caſe, were Men to liue without a Prigi, and with- 
cut a Sacriſice? Lock upon the Werld in this Light 


and ſuppoſe every Man to do what is right in his own 
Eyes, and what will it be, but a meet Bed/am ?, Ot, 


in the ſtronger Language of the * An howling 
Wrlderneſs, — Thus 


—. it —— ſo — for — 4 
ing ; it being very rea ſdnahle, hat the Public ſnould 
ſupport a e Families, the Heads of which' Fomilies* 
have been in their Gemratian ſ ſignaliy ſervieeablt to 
I Siotsrorts bar TROY 59 7 a7 Toms 

To: this we muſt add another) Argument in their 
Favour, That they Have been the Wives aud Chi- 
dren. of Proteſtant; Clergymen'; a Conſiderarion that 
bas weight <noughoin-it:3/60vif/ito be releaſed from 
that Monſter Superſtition, and from egitgibus! Rops 
pery in Divine Worſhip; and if, inſtead rhereof, to 
be trained up in a decent; veaſanable Service; be any 
Bleſſings, the Clergy not only rhef feu, as Bi- 
ſhop Barnet ſpeaks, but we may truly ſay they eta. 
bliſhed the Reformation; for in the ſecond Teatr of 
Queen Elizabeth, -when the Act for Uniforinity took 
place, ir apprats, that af nine Thouſand fout Hun- 
dred Clergymen, not two Hundred were ejected: So 
many Advocates had the Nation for Proteſtantiſm, 
and ſo ſmall an Affection was chere ſt them to 
Fopery. Add again, in à late Reign; When an At- 
tempt was made to bring us all bk inde} our very | 
Enemies will declare; how zea/oufly, and ho-? ll 
? wo of che fronges olds of Popery ure, dong, 

wo of the Ho opery are, Cælibacy, 
and the Pomp of f 1725 Romiſh — $ Both theſe 
are now caſt down in England.” And as we have ut- 
terly renounced cunningly deviſed Fables, and are al- 
ways warning Men not to truſt to out ward Ordinan- 
ces in Religion, ſo with reſpect to our own Perſons, 
we are daily giving ample Security, and ſure Pledges 
to the State. Let us not then ſuffer in our Families 
for dealing thus honeſtly, thus difintereſtedly, by you, 
but inns — good Thing 


which 


_ whictras Priteſtanti u Hemm are 
om co difpoſe of. 1715 46} vis; {715 tl 50 778 „ 
I cannot leave this Head, without yer another Con. 
* which indeed is but in co % to theſe 
Sufftrets with; man others. They have ofie&® Hye 
well in the World, and therefore muſt have dene mi- 
ny Kindneſſes 10 others. Now by what: Means foeve 


[uch Perſons are reduced to hard Circumſtances Wie- 5 


ther by the Death of their Friends, or other — 
tunes; or whether it becowing to ſome Extravggan- 
cies and Follies in thein Masner of living, it 18 gem. 
rous, Iwas going to ſay; it was juſty 60 miihitet t 
their Wants; for how can Juſtice and Charity «4 
better blended together, and ſhewn; than in taking care 
of thoſe who have ſupported Numbers, and who wot 
feel a Pain in their Poverty, which _ Who never 
knew attthighet Life are not ſenſble 7 
i eee nnn I: paſron, 9149 
4 #70 291. 7 an, 
ed To: WY as ſelf 3 
you, my Brethren of the Clergy, and then to the 140 
of 'the Auditory, by conſidering the Obligations we 
all lie under, in point of Gratitude, co affiſt them 1 
whatever Buſineſi they may have need Hun. 
And, Fir, Let us, my Brethren, at this Time 
remember our high NN e to God, and to the 
Cburch. Efiabliſopment. N ar Auf cr Bos 
From God we have received every good and per- 
fect Gift; we have proſpered in our Studies by his 
Bleſſing; and he has raiſed up Friends to us, who 
have procured us a greater, or a ſeſs Share of tempo- 
ral Advantages, 70 ſome Ibiriy, to ſome Sixty, to ſome 
an Hundred. This Difference of Succeſs. amonglb us, 
which Men are wont to attribute to Chance, to 
Time, to Fortune, or —_— you know! 1 
we 


Eves. OS 
: 4 ; 
7 4 : 


v2 CD ww; 


3 c 
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other Words Ao, or elſe nifty, che —— of 
To one Man Ricben to another Man — 


1 > >" 5 . 2 7 2 F 1 


e 


Sabre 
well iso be aſciibe 
God diſtribureth his Gifts as co him ſeemeth good: 


znother\beth.2vHe has nor" abſolucely- ordain. — 
Learning and Pie ferment chould always ge hand in 
hand; and in our Profeſſion We can't help ſeting the 
Truth of the wiſe Man's Obſervation; That: the Battle 
is not always to the. Strong; nor pet Riches to Men'of Un- 
derſtanding. As ſome Mens Weakneſſes become con- 
ſpicuous "by their being placed in Stations they are 
not equal to, ſo the Meritt of others are oftentimes 
concealed, becauſe they have not the Advantage of 
appearing in a proper Light; and without doubt, 
the Worth of 2 are fallen aſleep in Cbriſt, 
and of many likewiſe, who now officiate i in Cures of 


ſmall Value, neither bas been, nor is, ſufficiently 


known or rewarded ; and therefore; Nor unte us, O 


Lord, not unto us, but "unto. thy Name be ebe — 
ly 


may each of us ſay; who has received mote wor 
Bleffings, than thoſe who are gone before us, or who 
are now alive this Day. God knows; it might have hap- 
pen'd to any of us to have been amongſt the Deſolace 
and Uoprovided, as it: may to ſome of us to leave our 
Families ſo. But as it _ not ſo with us in the in 
Caſe, may we generouſly enlarge our Bounty to 
others, 45 God ka vouchſafed his to us; and chow If 


; peradventure tbe other ſhould hereafter come to paſs, 


there is no fear, but be ſume good Meaſure whiob we 
have meeted, will be meaſured — ours again. 
Moreover, my Brethren, you well know, that a 
great deal is required of us, as Members of the 
Cburob- Eſtulliſbment. This we, of all Men, ſhould 
defire to ſupport with becoming! Dignity; but this 


cannot be, if our Widows and Orphans are put upon 
24 . che 


meaaly. f by W en | 
Men for. Satin. now: we are applied to far. 

our own: And you; tuy Brethech. — anal te: 

oeived the B Benjamin, who have more, han 
N goodliy Heritage, you need not, I amr: perſuaded; 

be preſſed upon this Oecaſion for your praportion- 
able Charity. It is every Man's Duty to give ac 
cord ing to the Proportion of his Incomes; and it is 
the leaſt that can be done at this quncture 94 
who enjoy from the Church, what, if ſhared ineo 
more Hands, might have cut off the Pr. ns - 
many to their and our Charity. Bleſſed be God 
Church Revenues are conſiderable in one Part of our 
Dioceſe, tho' they are ſinall in the ather: And theres 
fore to accommodate St. Pauls Exhortation, Let pur. 
Abundance be a Suppl fan their Wants, that ſo the in- 
equality may appear leſs grievous to others, TE 
way advantagious.to our ſelves. | 
| By ſo doing we ſhall: have leſs to accompt For | 
Bi. called to anſwer before God for what has been 
committed: to our Truſt; by ſo doing ſhall our Chil- 
dren alſo meet with Encouragement, for what their 
Fathers have ſo wiſely diſtributed. And in this Senſe 
a good Father leaveth an Inheritance to them; for as. 
long as the World ſtands, the Deſcendants from good 
Men will reap the Benefit of their kind Offices done 
for others ; and what, perhaps, has been injuriouſly 
denied the Father in his Day, will ſpring up, like 
Seed that has laid long in the Earth, to the Reputa- 
tion and Advantage of his Poſterity. They will reve- 
rence my Son, is the juſt Preſumption in the Parable, 
nor is it often ſeen otherwiſe; wn amen * 
deſerved well ga Mankind. Ar 
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Progenitots, eden when th 


wbich cannot br talen 3 


Patience and R 


it makes them dependent : 


To wargn Ampeg 


1s it was heit Boaſt all ddong, tat they had n. 


bam to their Father, for op h Account, rather 
than their oven, rhey received many Mereies from 
God. Asad amongſt n ie wil de foend, thar they 
are not apt to forget the - generous" Actions of Bur 
have been long dead: 
ſo that the charitable Parent has not only the Plex- 
ſure of giving, Which is great in it ſetf,| but is ar the 
fame Time laying up a Porch Tor bie Child/en, 
77 erk zoon 2 
But beſides that it is creditable to us 08 0 0 of ths 
ame Stock and Lineage with a worthy Man, dis 
Example may be of ſingalar Advantage to us, and 
ſerve as a Memento and Incitement to tread in his 
dte ps. And may this remind the Perſons L am plead- 
ing for, of the ſeveral Virtues, particularly thoſe of 
ation to God's Will, which — 4 
of them have heard explained and excmmplified by their 
Huſbands and Fathers, to the End, that they may 
bear with a more even Mind their Chang 
tion, and e Followers of them, as they ere of Ci. 
Methinks, my Brethren (I arm ſtilf ſp Pealeing to you 


chere is a Sort of a natural honeſt Previdive: im fa vour 


of thoſe who have been brought up with us af the 
Feet of Gamaliel, in the fame Studies and Calling, 
have learned with us all the Aris of the Eygyprians,” 
and have been Mighty both in Word an in Deed: 
Our Friendſhip therefore cannot die with our Friends, 


but we ſhall be defirous to make the Hearts of there | 


Widows and Children leap for Joy, according to the. 

Bleſing, wherewith' the Lord our God bath as. 
The Objection againſt” the Clergies Marrying, b 

the Werld, is no-. more 


than WRACH is common ta all Men! in chat State of Life. 
And 


e of Cond i- 
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one of another; and as Men 160 lite Paſſiam and in. 
firmaties with others, we muſt ſubmit to theiſathe Ac. 
 cidents.and Conſequences — done of which 
it 2 * owned, ar N rn] 


| 3 8 — And 2 farm 


the Nation has greater Reaſon to Promiſe: it elf 
Continuance of the Blefings it nom enjoys both in 
Church and State. It cannot be, that the Indepen- 
dency which is cauſed by the Cælibacy of Eccleſia - 


ſticks, ſhould be of Service: tolany Country- ſince by. 


reaſon thereof, they are hut Sojourners in a Common: 


Wealth, and by Canem leſs stcrelidd in its 


Welfare. * : 744 5 hrs 568 7 
Man Reaſons may, dowhelefs ns ai and! 


good Man to marry; one of which, perhaps is, to main. 


Zain his Character of Goodneſs, which ſucha one will 


ſoon ſee is more likely to be preſerved. in a married 


than in a ſingle State. A Law therefore enjoining per- 


4 petual Cælibacy i is both a miſchievous and a /evere Law; 


as it thwarts the common Rig ht of Human Nature: | 


and as it has no F oundation i in ** Word of God. Up- 
on theſe: Accounts it was neyer dong together complied 


with ; witneſs the Church of Rome's an re-. 
peating her Injunctions to this Purpoſ 6. N 

But Secondly and Laſtly, As to you who are not. of 
our Bone and our Fleſh, we muſt iconfels to you in the 
Prophetick Language, 7575 this. Day is a Day of 
Trouble, EL Rebuke, — LE Bi laſphemy, for ibo the: bil. 


dren 


< 


© . 


e 
drew eee 
not Strength to bring up'* For the Women of ny Peopl: 
are call gute their pleaſant Houſes, and the Glory of 
the Children 1s departed from them, It is true enough, 
that, many of our Tribe have yor where 10 755 eie, 
Heads; and. it this raiſes, Delight in any, they have 

Inſtances in plenty ; #lbeit I do not ſay What kind of 
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Creatures they mult be who ate "delighted on fuch 
If vou enquire, Brethren, how it comes to paſs, 
that there are ſo many amongſt us who ſtand in need: 
of your helping Hand; and the few Hints, already gi- 
ven do not account: for this, there are divers concur- 
ing Reaſons to be afligned — Many more than 1-care. 
toe e 
Some few are probably to be charged with Waſte⸗ 
fulneſs and ill Management, but much the greater 
Part had never any Thing to be waſteful of: And in- 
deed the Generality of Cures throughout the King- 
dom will hut barely clothe and feed a Family, when 
Dau neceſſary Artieles are once defrayed out of 
them. of Kg 54 wore Shag Lot ah 1 1 NN FKP 4 FF 
It cannot, I think, be ſaid with ſtrict Truth, that 
there would be 10 Occaſion for theſe Anniverſary 
Meetings, were all the Provifions originally granted 
to the Church ſtill in the Hands of pans bur 
this we may ſay, that, were they ſo, we ſhould have 
fewer Objects of Diſtreſs amongſt us; and it can be 
no Offence to add, That there are a. Set of Men in 
the World, who ought, to be very liberal at theſe 
It would likewiſe be. in vain for us, to complain of 
the Loſs of perſonal Titbes; but this has alſo ſunk the 
Incomes of the 9 great Trading Towns, and 
render'd them leſs able to lg for. their Families 3 


and yer t there never, was A preſs Chewy lie 
. which enjoin 18 Payment. Are e on, F 
Whether. it be owin to a Senſe 0 this SUBRVAUGION | 
| of Tithes, that ths. war 17 Corporat on which 18 kind 
ly affembled With üs, has conſtantly eontiboted; c 
Maintenance for their V iniſtets, I know nor; but ic 
muſt al ways be ſpoke! to their Honour, that What is 
avg 8 them is with, reat a ban and een, | 


ting © cies, upon We hater e 4 
of their Auditories, FFC 
Upon all the foregoing Accounts, Men and "phe 
thren, we beſeech you to know the Houſes of them who' 
have laboured in the Lord, and to regard them with 
an Eye of pity; for their ſakes, whoſe CharaQer, Brien 
proper Behaviour, we hope, you remember w ith 
Pleaſure, | Or if the Remembrance of fome of their 
Converſations is not ſo acceptable, you muſt fo much 
the more compaſſionate their neareſt Relations, who 
were alike unhappy in "oo JO both in their 
Lives and Deaths, .... ra 
But ſuch; were not ome of them — _ . 'The' true Br 
ſtor who fought not yours, but you, we are ſure, you 
are obliged to; for Gratitude is not only due to thoſe 
who have fed us when Hungry, or given us to drink 
when we were thirſty, but to thoſe alſo by whoſe 
Means any other good iT hing has been conveyec t to us. 
Aad to them, eſpecially, it is due, who have fea ſoned 
our Minds early with ſound Principles, by Whole 
Pains and Care we have, under God, been kept in the 
right Way to Salvation ; who have frequent ihcol- 
cated how we might avoid Dany ers, long before They; 
Fee in out Sight, or, w when n tf y were come upon 
„ how we might in the moſt — Manner extri- 
0 our ſelves. Such 
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Such are che Obligations aß the Peapie to che Haisni- 
fters of the! Goſpel r and, bleſſed be God, theſe! are of 
ten diſcharged.; Some Men, indeed, are of a baſe, 
ſelfiſh. Nature, and like Qpake Bodies abſotp what 
falls upon them, without fag any Thing back: 
again. But this cannot be:ſaid to he the genera! Bent 
ol human Nature z on the contrary, we are: di/þo/eb. 

to do good to thoſe Who have done good tous; and 
ſometimes to carry this Principle to a very bigb pitæl. 
What a mighty Senſe of Gratitude, think ye, muſt 
have been in che Galatians to their Apoſtle, ſince he 
reſtifies of them, that had it been poſſible, ? hey would. 
bave plucked out their own Eyes to have done bim Ser- 
vice: A proverbial Speech, and fully expreſſive of 
their Eagerneſs, and paſſionate Deſire to be grateful. 

To conclude. Many a Man ſays, he would gladly 
give, was he ſure of the Wants and Miſeries of thoſe _ 
who apply to him. Behold! then, here is room for 
you to act as you ſpeak. You may now ſafely give in 
God's Name, nothing doubting, nor can you have 
greater Certainty whilſt you live, that your Alms are 


more wiſely diſpoſed of. Stay not till Sickneſs over- - | 
takes you, and your Strength fails you, but ler it be 1 1 
the true Charity of the Heart, given in full Strength, = 
and upon right Principles; and may the Lord re- 2 
member your Love to Sion, and proſper you in all | 
that you put your Hand unto | 

I have but juſt Time to ſpeak one Word to you | 
who ſhall receive Gifts from this Society, and that is, 1 
to entreat you, to regard not only the Perſons who | 


diſpenſe theſe Gifts, but to look up 0 Him, who has 
enabled them to be your Benefactors; neither detract- 
ing from the Praiſe of them who do well, nor forget- 
ing the ſupreme Donor of all Bleſſings. 
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